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Press release, April 2013
Many new features at the World Tunnel Congress 2013
Preparations for the WTC 2013 from 31 May to 7 June in Geneva are moving along at high speed. The number of participants and exhibitors is also developing well. Over 100 exhibitors will be present on 3 floors. 

ITAtech guidelines
Visitors can look forward to many new features. For example, the ITAtech Committee will make a prominent appearance for the first time at the WTC 2013. On Tuesday afternoon, 4 June 2013, it is organising a special session called the “ITAtech Innovation Session”. There, information will be provided about the ongoing efforts in the Activity Groups of ITAtech and the first round of guidelines developed will be presented. These describe both the state of the art and best practice with regard to innovations and new technical developments. In addition, ITAtech will introduce itself to a larger audience regularly in the context of the presentation forum. 
The presentation forum planned in Geneva is located in the exhibit area and offers exhibitors and participants the opportunity to present their newest products, innovative applications and interesting case studies. 

Deminar on sprayable waterproof membranes
A special event within the framework of the WTC 2013 in Geneva is the deminar on 31 May in the Hagerbach Test Gallery on the topic of “Sprayable Tunnel Sealing Membranes”. This deminar will also be organised by ITAtech. Sprayable sealing membranes offer new opportunities in the construction of tunnels. Over the past year, the ITAtech Activity Group “Lining and Waterproofing” has worked on this intensively and has developed a design guideline for the application of sprayable waterproof membranes. It will be presented in the context of the deminar. The deminar combines presentations, as are customary in a seminar, with the unique opportunities afforded by the test gallery at Hagerbach to demonstrate the application under realistic conditions. 
Don’t miss them: The Swiss Sessions
Every June, the Swiss Tunnel Society holds the Swiss Tunnel Congress in Lucerne. In 2013, it is being moved to Geneva and integrated in the WTC as the “Swiss Session”. All WTC 2013 participants are free to participate in the Swiss Session.

On Tuesday afternoon, 4 June 2013, the colloquium will take place followed by a day of selected lectures and presenters on Wednesday. The main focus of the Swiss Session is provided by the experience gained in the construction of the two base tunnels, Lötschberg and Gotthard through the Alps. The intent is to pass on this knowledge to the international tunnelling community. All lectures of the Swiss Session will be given in German, French, Italian or English and will be interpreted simultaneously into English or German. 

The upcoming generation – Young Swiss Tunnellers
Students will be offered the opportunity of presenting their semester projects and diploma theses to a larger audience of industry professionals at the WTC 2013. This, too, is a premier! The students will gain insight into the international world of underground construction, which will certainly be a valuable experience for them. The organisers wish to set an example with this special session for a stronger commitment to the promotion of the upcoming generation.
The conclusion on Lake Geneva
Also on Wednesday evening, 5 June 2013, the traditional concluding banquet will be held on three large, historic steamships on Lake Geneva. The special ambience of these ships, maintained in original condition from the “Belle Epoque”, together with the incomparable landscape of Lake Geneva will provide a worthy context for this exceptional occasion. 
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