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TITLE:

MINEARC SYSTEMS WINS INTERNATIONAL TUNNELLING                                                   

AWARD FOR ‘SAFETY INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR’ 
DATE: 
03/12/2013

/12/2013
LOCATION:
Grosvenor House Hotel, Park Lane, London. 
For Immediate Release.

On Tuesday 26th November, the winners of the 2013 NCE International Tunnelling Awards were announced at the prestigious Grosvenor House Hotel in London, to the largest ever tunnelling awards audience which included some of the biggest names in the industry. 

MineARC Systems picked up the prize for Safety Initiative of the Year, accepted on the night by MineARC European Business Development Manager, Thomas Horton.  

The annual awards are organised by the New Civil Engineer and Ground Engineering magazines in association with the International Tunnelling and Underground Space Association (ITA-AITES), and celebrate the most innovative and successful projects, companies and individuals from across the global tunnelling industry.
The awards were hosted by New Civil Engineer Interim Editor, Mark Hansford and included a keynote speech from Douglas Oakervee CBE, Chairman of HS2, in front of an audience of the key players from across five continents of the global industry. 

Mike Lincoln, General Manager of MineARC Systems explains, “We are delighted to have won the prestigious International Tunnelling Award for Safety Initiative of the Year. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our clients and industry partners for their business and support over the years.  Emergency refuge chambers are now an increasingly important safety consideration for tunneling projects across the globe.  This wouldn’t have happened without the realization and support of bodies such as the British Tunneling Association and the ITA’s WG5 committee.”
During the last 18 months the tunnelling industry has witnessed the introduction of new legislation such as the current British Standard BS6164:2011 and the impending ITA-AITES ‘Guidelines for the provision of refuge chambers in tunnels under construction’.
Mike Lincoln, “In the tunnelling industry, MineARC’s competitiveness relies on our expertise and our advanced engineering capabilities.  MineARC routinely custom-engineers refuge solutions that are 100% project-specific; accommodating all excavation methods and size constraints without compromising on safety.” 

The end result, we hope, is a safer working environment right across the tunnelling sector”   

Note: 

Within the tunneling industry, a range of incidents can potentially occur to put lives at risk; including fires, roof collapses and the release of smoke and other forms of toxic gas. In these types of scenarios, where escape is no longer safe nor practical, emergency refuge is designed to provide a safe and secure ‘go-to’ area for personnel to gather and await extraction.

MineARC's longstanding specialisation in emergency refuge chambers for the mining industry led to our introduction into the tunnelling industry in 2003; engineering our first tunnelling refuge chamber for the Dublin port project in Ireland. The following years saw numerous projects around the world and an ever increasing degree of manufacturing specialisation and customisation for the tunnelling industry. Together with our partners, and in consultation with the wider tunnelling community, MineARC has assisted with the introduction of global legislation covering refuge chambers in tunnels.
For more information visit www.minearc.com./tunnelsolutions
MineARC Systems
For more info on this media release please contact Ben Johnson, Marketing Manager, 
on: +61 (8) 9333 4966 or ben.johnson@minearc.com.au
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MineARC European Business Development Manager, Thomas Horton accepting the award for Safety Initiative of the Year
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A MineARC Tunnelling Refuge Chamber in-situ. 

